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At a meetiog of Center Congregational Church, Oct. 4, 1883, it was 

Voted; '*That the thanks of this Church be tendered to our pastor. 
Rev. Henry E. Barnes, for his able, Taluable, and eloquent sermon, 
preached on the occasion of the semi-centennial anniversary of the 
Church and Society, and that a copy of the same be requested for publi- 
cation, together with such other historical papers presented as may be 
deemed desirable." 

A committee of the Church and Society, consisting of the pastor, Dea. 
Ezra Kelly, Hazen M. Chase, Wm, H, Underbill, Charles E. Eeliey, John 
M. Poor, and Thomas J. Taylor, was appointed to carry the above vote 
into effisct. 

Attest : JOHN CROWELL, CUrk. 
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TFa/A a6ow^ Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers 
thereof, Mark ye well her bulwarks^ consider her palaces; 
that ye may tell it to the generations following. — Psalms^ 
48: 12, 13. 

These words state with considerable precision the aim 
we must have in our semi-centennial services. To gather, 
with fidelity, fifty years history of this christian church 
and ecclesiastical society, is to heed somewhat literally 
the injunction of the text as now properly applied. 

It is a pleasing, if not easy task. By this memorial 
occasion we make mention of our gratitude to God and 
to his people, our spiritual ancestors, and '* tell it to the 
generation following," as we "number the towers, 
••'mark well the bulwarks," and "consider the palaces 
of this " Zion " for fifty years known as the Center 
Congregational Church and Society. 

A half-century in the life of a church whose faith 
and polity came over in the Mayflower, is comparatively 
a brief period. We do not, therefore, show an over- 
estimate of this occasion by any elaborate arrangements 
or services. And yet the history has gre^t interest both 
in itself and in its relation to nearly two centuries of 
previous history. 

In the year 1833, on the 28th of August, an ecclesi- 
astical council convened at the house of Mr. E. C. 
Ames, "in compliance with letters missive," and organ- 
ized the ''^Center Congregational Church." 

The Society was organized a few months before. 
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Up to that time the First Parisli Church numbered 
ninety-one. Of these, eighty-nine were the original mem- 
bers of Center Church. 

The First Parish Church began its existence in 1645. 
Consequently the first church in this town was really 
reorganized in 1833 under the name of Center Church, 
while the parish only, continued its original organiza- 
tion. J 

A paragraph of Mr. Hosford'g re-dedication discourse, 
preached, in this house after it had been enlai-ged and 
rebuilt in 1860, truthfully and attractiyely states the 
case. It is as follows : 

." The civil law gives to another church and society in 
town the venerable name of First Parish ; but we claim, 
to bear the image and to inherit the spirit of the e:irli- 
est christian church of this town, Whenever this claim 
is questioned, we propose, in order to its settlement, a 
dogmatic duel, in which the rival claimants shall take 
and swallow in good faith, article by article, the Assem- 
bly's catechism ; and the party who soonest cries out 
with the pains of dyspepsia, shall thenceforth abandon all 
right to the honored name." 

But what was the cause of the re-organization? 

Courage and sacrifice were requisite for effecting it. 
This city of 20,000 inhabitants was then a village of 
a little more than (3000,) three thousand. Long, wide 
streets, now thickly populated, or occupied by fine busi- 
ness establishments, were then open country, through 
which ran a main highway or two and various lanes. 
The population of this State* was a little more than 
one-third of what it now is. The population of the 
United Statesf a':d territories was but 13,000,000, one- 
fourth of what it now is. The original members of tliis 
church, therefore, could not have conceived the possibility 
of the growth since achieved as a stimulus to their en- 
terprise. 

*Levi Lincoln was Governor. 

t Andrew Jackson was President. tOas since buon Unitarian. 
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• Theyleft the house where their fathers had worshiped! 
Though owning moi-e than twice as tnuny pews in that 
house as did tliose that remained,* they gave up all claim to 
Avhat ha<J been theirs by personal ownership. They re- 
linquished all right and titte to the benefit of that am- 
p\e provision,^ made by their fathers, for the preaching 
^f that truth which they loved. Beginning anew, as a 
«hnrch they were*'outof house and home." 

All this deprivation was involved in their becoming 
the Center Church, They worshipped for several nK)nths 
in different places— for a time in Summer Street Church, 
then in the Fii^t Parish Church, and a while in Acad- 
emy Hall.J They secured the lot on which this build- 
ing stands; laid the corner-^tone Juiie 28th, 1834, and 
in a few days more than six months later, dedicated 
their house of worship with a,ppropriate services. En- 
ergy, promptness aiid libemlity on the part of those 
original members, are manifest from the facts. The' lot 
was puichascd of Messrs. David and John Marsh§ at a 
cost of $1400, and the cost of the building is said to 
liave been eight thousand dollai«. 

I recur to the question, *' What was the cause of this 
movement ? " The answer of some written and much 
unwritten history is, *' The controversy that resulted 
from the uncompromising orthodoxy of Rev. Dudley 
Phelps, pastor of First Parish from 1828 to 1832." The 
answer covering all the facts is, — This controversy 'was 
the occasion, not the cause. The cause was not in a 
given controversy, or a given man, but in deep convic- 
tions and positive ideas which must have their opportu- 
nity in church life. These convictions were such as 
swayed great multitudes of people under the preaching 
of Drs. Withington, Perry, Braman and Dimick, Dr. 

*See Rev. J. Whiltlesoy's address at laying of corner stone in 1834. 

tThe First Parish Fnnd of about $13,000. 

:^€hasc''s History of IlaTerhill. 

§Not gircu by Uiem, as tradition has had it. 
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Lyman Beecher, Dr. Wisner and Mr. Finney, in the 
great revivals of the years 1830-1-2. Such revivals 
were the revival of opposition to the doctrines which 
the "giants in those days" preached. That opposition 
had been greater or less for a long time in the minds 
of many in Firot Parish. It was developed and found 
open expression during the period of revivals, culminated 
under Mr. Phelps' preaching in the action of the parish 
dismissing him from the pastoral charge, and had its 
final result in the reK>rganizing into the Center Church 
of those who were nat willing to give up the doctrines 
which Mr. Phelps preached, whatever they thought of 
his manner of preaching them. Not the orthodoxy of 
Mr. Phelps, the "ultra angular and pugnacious type of 
orthodoxy," as Dr. D. T. Fisk of Newburyport calls it,* 
was the cause of the movement which we now com- 
memorate, but honest, religious convictions ; honest, we 
trust, in those who remained, as well as in those who 
came away. "Good Deacon LeBosquet," let his name 
be honored, was one of the two members of the church 
who remained, and was something of a hero in so doing. 
It cannot be amiss for me to quote from the admirable 
address delivered by Mr. Whittlesey, the first pastor, at 
the laying of the corner-stone of this building, June 28, 
1834. " What mean ye that ye have left the holy 
and beautiful house where your fathers worshipped ? 
Not surely because the place was too straight for you. 
There was, there is still, abundance of space for your- 
selves and your children. Why, then, retire from a 
spot once deemed so sacred, once endeared by a thousand 
fond recollections ? Why sustain the toil, the expense 
of erecting an edifice here when so large a portionf of 
another house of worship is already A'^ours? May I pre- 
sume to give the answer for you ? You mean that you 
cannot find it in your hearts to give up the Bible, either 

*"EccM historj of Essex Co." p 238. 

tBefers to fact of their owning so many pews in the old honse. 
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in whole or in part, and adopt any system of human 
philosophy which gradually undermines its divine author- 
ity, divesting it of its redeeming influence and its prac- 
tical power. You mean that you desire to have the 
very gospel of which the Lord Jesus Christ is the au- 
thor ; which Apostles prized above life, and martyrs bled 
for; which reformers restored fwm Papal corruptions, 
and the Puritans were ready to sacrifice their earthly 
all to maintain ; which sustained our Pilgrim fathers 
amid the privations, the toils, the dangers of this waste 
howling wilderness, and led them on each returning Sab- 
bath to make the forest re-echo with their hymns of 
lofty cheer ; which has spread abroad blessings rich and 
numberless over the land of the Pilgrimn unto this day; 
which has purified the hearts and poured heavenly hope 
into the breasts of thousands of their descendants ; this 
very gospel, and not another, you desire to have 
preached to yourselves, and to your children." Thus, 
with real eloquence, and with delightful Christian 
spirit, does the first pastor state causes the blessed effects 
of which we enjoy. To his words, as they apply today, 
we say. Amen. 

The council that organized the church settled the firat 
pastor. Rev. Joseph Whittlesey, on the same day. His 
actual labors continued three yeai*s and six months, ter- 
minating at the end of that period, ''owing to domestic 
aflfliction." He was not dismissed until more than a 
year later. His labors were earnest, conscientious and 
successful. In a letter written five years ago he refers 
to his ministry in modest, self-depreciatory terms, but 
says, " My wife's ministry was eminently successful 
among you." To this statement, those who remember 
her will assent. Mr. Whittlesey had a three years pas- 
torate in Stonnington, Conn., before coming here, and 
one of the same length in Berlin, Conn., after leaving 
Haverhill, but on account of poor health has not been 
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in a pastorate since. He >is art;ill living at the advaHced 
age of eighty-»i:c* His address at layir.g of corner-' 
stone and hi» sennoii at the dedication Werisf printed in 
one pamphlet by the reqtfest of the church^ 

So far a» we knowy there is ncr one livings of the 
eighteen pastors and delegates, representing iiioe churches^ 
who constituted that first CodnciL 

Honored names are in the list, some of trhora are 
familif^r to us through tradition,— KeY. J^ P* Cleavelandf 
who gave tlite right hand of fellow^iip, Rev^ L^ P. Dim^ 
inkik. Rev* Milton Badger, Kev* Gardiner B* Perry, who 
gave charge to pastor. Rev. Mr. Phelps^ who gave address 
to people, and Rev. J. H* Linsley of Boston, who preached 
the sermon* Of the onq;in»l merabei's of the church 
seven besides the pastor are living, — 'Mrs. Samuel Cliase, 
Dr. Moses Nichols and wife, Deacon E. T. Ingalls, Miss 
Harriet M. West, Miss Mary Bootraan and Miss Anre 
Osgood* Of these, Mrs. Samuel Chase only renifains a 
member of this churchy the others having taken letters 
of dismission. Of thos^ passed iiito the skies, We •''tell" 
some of the *'* towers "' of this "' Zion," when we record 
the names of Dea. Samuel Chase, I>ea* Ezra C* Ames, 
clerk for several yeai-s before he Was deacon, Messrs.. 
David and John Marsh, Oilman Parker, first superin-' 
tendent of the Sabbath-school, James Gale, many years- 
clerk and the first one the church chose, Tbos. K* 
Appleton,* also for some time clerk, Moses Gale, Isaac 
R. Howe and others, besides the wives, daughters andi 
sisters of many of these, who were among Haverbill's' 
"chief women."' Within twenty years from 1833, fifty 
of the original members died.f 

Under the date, July 26, 1838, there appears in the 
records in clear, bold hand-writing, the signature, ** J- 
H. Martyn/' He was a clergyman, supplying the pulpit- 

^Father of Tbos. H. Appfeton, prcBent parish clerk* 

tTbt first one who disd w»» Mr. Itobsrt liwsb, kiUed »t tlM " nMn^ V of tee e4 
aoe»jQlj 10,1834. 
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at that time and temporarily acting as clerk. He is 
remembered as a bold, dramatic, controversial preacher 
who secured large audiences. He received and ac- 
cepted a call to become pastor. There is no record in 
our books of the calling or of the proceedings of the 
Council which convened to take his settlement into con- 
sideration. But unwritten history establishes facts 
enough for our present purpose. After a long session 
the Council voted it not expedient that Rev. J. H. 
Martvn be installed. For various reasons there was a 
strong and respectable minority in the church who in 
the council opposed the installation. There is no record 
attainable of the date of this council. Mr. Martyn's last 
entry in our book is dated Dec. 20, 1838. As a result 
of the division of sentiment, Mr. Martyn officiated, no 
council being called, in the organization of another 
church, constituted of several members of Center church 
and of the Baptist churches, numbering twenty-eight 
persons. This was May 15, 1839 and the name of the 
organization was " The Union Evangelical Church." 
For eleven years it stood alone, Mr. Maityn remaining 
about two years, and several other pastors succeeding 
him in that time. The church, at its own request, was 
recognized b}' council May 15, 1850, as Congregational, 
and called Winter St. Church. On account of difficul- 
ties arising within the church that would not down, it 
was disbanded in 1860 and its property sold to the Free 
Baptists wfio still hold and use it. " During its brief 
existence of twenty-one years this church was useful in 
many ways. Its work was pioneer, missionary work. 
Its history has bright pages along with dark ones."* 
Center Church received forty from the disbanded church, 
and those who survive are among our valued mem- 
bers. 

On March 28, 1839, the church voted unjinimously to 
invite Mr. E. A. Lawrence to become pastor. Mr. Law- 

*£cc U hUtory of Eisex Co. p. 284. 
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repce responded, accepting the call April 20th, of the 
same year, and was ordained pastor May 8th. 

The record of the ordination does not include all the 
names of those constituting the Council, only the names 
of those who had parts in the public exercises. Rev. Dr. 
Woods of Andover preached the sermon. Of this Coun- 
cil but one is known to be living, Rev. A. J. Sessions, 
then settled in Salem, Mass., who opened the exercises 
by invocation and reading of Scriptures. The pastorate 
of Mr., afterwards Dr., Lawrence, was a prosperous one. 
The young minister in his first pastorate had great en 
couragement from an interesting revival with which the 
church was blessed in 1840, forty persons coming into 
the church as the fruits. In the five years of this pas- 
torate one hundred and fifty-one were received into the 
church. Mr. Lawrence was dismissed, at his own request, 
June 12, 1844, and made an honorable record during the 
rest of his life. He had one or two pastorates, was Pro- 
fessor in Hartford Theological Institute, then East Wind 
sor, for many years ; was one of the Great Peace Commis- 
sion at Geneva ; travelled extensively abroad, and in his 
later days has written considerably for the press. He passed 
away peacefully at his home in Marblehead on the fourth 
day of the present month, aged 74 ; a man of winning 
spirit and manners, a candid theologian " a faithful 
pastor, a ripe scholar, a wise, profound and safe teacher, 
whose long and useful life was devoted to ,the service 
of the Master."* 

On the 21st of May, 1845, Mr. B. F. Hosford hav- 
ing received a unanimous call March 25th, was ordained 
pastor of the church. He, like Mr. Lawrence, began 
the work of the ministry here, the other pastors having 
been previously settled elsewhere. His pastorale was 
the longest of any, continuing eighteen years. Until 
the year 1859, a united, harmonious people, under Mr. 

♦Memorial words votetl as expression of the cliurcli Sept. 9, 1883. 

*>«o record of the Council in our books. Bev. G. W. Kelley was Scribe. 
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Hosford's wise leadership, did effective work. Many 
were the special tokene of the Divine favor. In 1858 
the church shared in the wide-spread revival blessing of 
that year, much to its spiritual and numerical advantage. 
Fifty came into the church on confession — a number 
larger by twenty-five per cent, than in any other year 
of our history. During the whole eighteen years the 
church received two hundred and sixty-five to its mem- 
bership. The blessed effects of such a pastorate contin- 
ue. Twenty yeara are gone, and the name of Hosford 
still grows precious here. We, who never saw the man, 
honor and revere the name, so fragrant with delightful 
memories among those who knew him well. His earthly 
immortality is secure in this church and society. He 
was a rare man ; his '' clay was porcelain ;" he was keen 
like a Damascus blade, not like a brier ; or, as one has 
better expressed it, "he was a genius, with a pen like 
a Damascene blade, ^nd the spirit of a seraph, tempered 
with a dash of earth." Dr. Withington, now living at 
the age of ninety-four, in his tribute to Mr. Hosford, 
written in 1864, says : '' He was constantly gaining 
on his friends and his people ; and the more you knew 
him, the greater was your confidence in his sincerity and 
worth." Dr. Withington, at the close of this tribute, 
characteristically says, '^Yes, brother, thy tears were drops 
of pity, thy smiles gleams of wisdom." 

Two storms swept through the church and society dur- 
ing this gentle, strong man's pastorate ; the storm of 
war for the Union, and the storm of divided sentiment 
upon the question of re-building the church edifice, or 
erecting anew one. Much as those times "tried men's 
souls " the gentleness and strength of Mr. Hosford lived 
in both the storms, though his eyes were closed in death 
before the war storm was over. 

Nature is noisy when it rends, silent when it produces. 
Many of us have often heard the echoes of the rend- 



12 HISTORICJAL DISCOURSE. 

ihg in 1859, when division of sentiment in tlie -.oM 
church resulted ill the formation of another (bhuFcK* 
aind the building of a hew edifice,! while w6 rat^ly h^Jit 
mentioned the productive months of 1858, wheti revi- 
vals wei*e stirring the land. This is natural ; the <me 
was noisy, and the other comparatively silent. But 
rending, serious and grievous in itself, often brings 
greater productiveness in the result. In that year (1859) 
one hundred members of this church withdrew, after, at 
their own request, being regularly dismissed, organized 
"The North Church," proceeded to build a commodious 
edifice, and installed a pastorj who has been " in and 
out" these twentj'-three years, loved and honored, among 
an enterprising, growing people. These results were 
realized before the summer heat of 1860§ 'had begun 
to wane. 

Meanwhile what is the "rent" mother-church doing? 
Distressed, indeed, by the rending, but not dissolved, 
" cast down but not destroyed." Before the winter cold 
of 1860|| was waning, a re-constructed, enlarged house 
of worship, the cost of the work being $11,000, was on 
this site** re-dedicated, the dear pastor Hosford (not hav- 
ing accispted a call said to have been offered him by the 
daughter-church) preaching a masterly discourse. What 
do we see now, not quite a quarter of a century later ? 
Instead of one church, with a membership of three 
hundrel and eighteen, we have. two churches, in formal 
and friendly fellowship, with an aggregate membership 
of seven hundred and thirty-seven,tt and each house 
of worship occupied every Sabbath by a larger con- 
gregation than assembled in the one in 1859. The 
mother is proud of her radiant daughter, and the 

♦North Church organized March 30, 18S9. 

t Dedicated Feb. 15, 1860. 

tRev. R. H. Seeley, D. D. 

§Aiig 8. 

II Jan. 27. 

**For the enlargement, the land was donate<l by Rfrs. G. W. Kellcy. 

tlMembcrship of Center Jan. 1, 1883, 846; of North, 391. 
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^ughtje? respects and reveres her hohofed mother. 
The i*esulting productiveness gives us cause of 
gratitude to God, however hard the rending was 

to bear. If none will denv tiiat the wrath of man 

■ ■•_,■. 

was evident at the time of the rending, none can 
deny that in the productiveness the Lord hath made 
that "wmth to praise Him." 

In 1861 the war-storm was in full blast in the nation's 
sky. With that came distress for this church and its 
pastor. Here was sharp division of sentiment. On both 
sides men were uni-easonable, taking counsel of fear and 
of passion. This church and its pastor, Mr. Hosford, 
stood firmly for libert}'^ and the Union. Personal friends 
were estranged. Some of the pastor's strongest friends 
were opposed to the war. He never flinched. He 
prayed for the success of our aimies, and preached with 
no uncertain sound. Be it said to his credit, and to 
that of his friends differing from him in political views, 
their friendship continued. 

But in this excellent pastor's case, *'the sword was 
too sharp for the scablmrd." His active mind, and earn* 
est heart wrought great good but over-taxed his not 
stalwart physical powers. His pen was a busy one. He 
wrote much for our religious papers and periodicals, and 
published two books besides sermons and addresses. The 
sore trials incident to his experiences during the period 
from 1859 to 1863, contributed their part to the break- 
ing down of his health, and although the church gave 
him a year's leave of absence, consumption gained rap* 
idly its fatal hold. He was dismissed Oct, 26, 1863, and 
on Aug. 10, 1864, the third pastor of this church 
entered into rest. *' God's finger touched him and he 
slept." 

In February 1863, Rev. T. T. Munger was engaged 
to preach six months. He continued ten months as 
supply, received and accepted a call* to become pas- 

♦For the first time in the history of the church, so Jar as rccoiflcil, female mem- 
bers voted by request of the male mcmbci s, when this call was made. 
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tor^ and was infltalled Jan. 6, 1864. Rer. J. H. Means, 
D. D., of Boston preached the sei*raon. Mr., now Dr.^ 
Munger had been nearly five years a pastor in Dorches- 
ter. He took a position here of peculiar diflBcultj^ In ad 
dition to the hundred members wthdrawing in 1859 
a score and a half of others soon followed, still more 
depleting the membership. 

The Nation's war-storm was then at its height. The 
dear old loyal church was attracted to Mr. Mi>nger, in 
part because of his outspoken loyalty. His call to the 
pastorate, it is freely admitted, turned on patriotism 
more than on theology^ He made many public utter- 
ances (seldom on the Sabbath) ringing with Union senr 
timent. On all proper occasions he prayed for the.s-uc- 
cess of our armies. This is not more to his credit than 
to that of the church and society who stood unflinch- 
ingl}'- in support of his course, though to do that cost 
them what churches and societies prize all too highly— 
money and social influence — in the withdrawal of men 
strong in both, who did not sympathize with the pastor's 
free expression of his sentiments. All honor to both 
pastor and people ! After Peace spread her wings over 
the war-worn Republic in 1865, the people continued 
faithful work under Mr. Manger's lead, and the whole 
period of his labors was but two months less than seven 
years. During this pastorate eighty-five persons were 
added to the membership. Mr. Munger was dismissed 
Dec. 14th, 1869. Two months before he requested a 
dismissal the church unanimously passed resolutions re- 
newing expressions of confidence in him. In his letter 
of resignation he refers to the fact that another field of 
labor has opened to him, and among other pleasant 
things says, "The love and respect and confidence which 
the body of the church has ever shown to me, and the 
warm personal friendships formed in the church and 
congregation are still stronger bonds which, though they 



mSTORTCAL DISCOtJRSR. I5 

Trmy seem to be severed, I hope will never be broken in 
reality." Mr. Hunger has continued to be well knovyn 
in the churches, unci has become prominent in thfe country 
«s the author of two books, " On the Threshold," and 
the " Freedom of Faith," in the latter of which he has 
«liown himself to be, perhaps, the best exponent of the 
so-called " New Theology." 

On Sept. 8, 1870, the church voted unanimously to call 
Rev. C. M. Hyde* of Brimfield, Mass., to he their pastor. 
He accepted and was installed Nov. 15, 1870. The ser- 
mon was preached by Rev. Dr. Perkins of Ware. 

Mr., now Dr., Hyde, brought to his work here experi- 
ence, good scholarship, executive ability, single-hearted 
ilevotion, a winning, Christian spirit and engaging man- 
ners. Church and society pi-ospered, for the most part, 
under his lead. Several thousand dollars of debt were 
paid and the work of a second re-building of this edifice 
was suggested, and well-nigh begun. A Young People's 
organization for social and literary purposes flourished 
for a time with good results. The spiritual life of the 
church was well sustained, the workers and givers doing 
well their part. The pastorate continued five years and 
one month, in which time seventy-three persons were 
added to the membership. After receiving Dr. Hyde's 
letter of resignation the church voted to request him to 
withdraw it. Declining to do so he was dismissed Dec. 
16, 1875. 

Dr. Hyde has now, for several years, been prominent 
as the Principal of the American Board's Training School, 
in Honolulu, for preparing Hawaian young men for the 
ministry, and is at the head of the Board's educational 
work in the Hawaian Islands. 

In the Nation's centennial year, Oct. 5th, 1876, the 
church unanimously voted to call the present pastor.f 
The call was accepted Oct. 31st, and the installation 

•Dr. Hyde enjoys tbe distinction of receiving the largest vote the chinch ever gave 
for a pastor. 

tPreviously EOltlcd In Worcester, in Moline, Ills., and Sewton, Iowa. 
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took place Nov* 23rd. The sennon was preached by Bar* 
Dn J. h. Withrow of Park St. Church, Bostcm. The his- 
tory made and making during the seven years wMch 
this pastorate has continued must be recorded in cMiUine 
only. It may nol ]i>e improper to quote from the report 
furnished the Conference by the clerk of the ehurefa* He 
says : " Soon after the settlement of the pre8eut pastor, 
a blessed revival commenced, which extended to the 
neighboring churches until the entire community became 
moved with religious feeling/'* This was a, year of the 
right hand of the Most High. After we had seen io 
this church twenty-five conversions, union meetings were 
held for several weeks with rich blessing for the Baptist 
and Methodist as well as Congregational churches. Fifty- 
eight, forty on confession, were received to our mem- 
bership that year. A most auspicious opening of the 
new pastorate, for which churcli and pastor gave praise- 
ful thanks to God. The church strengthened the new 
pastor by giving him instant confidence and cordial sup- 
port. With good volume of movement the work of the 
church has continued while the volume has been in- 
creased by seasons of special religious interest, renewing 
our faith and adding, by conversion, to our numbers. 
Up to this time, during the present pastorate, one 
hundred and sixty-eight have been received to the 
membership. 

A marked enterprise of this period has been a second 
re-building and enlarging of the church edifice. This 
was in 1878. The people had for some time felt the in- 
sufficiency of the vestry situated at a distance trom the 
church on Vestry Street, for the various purposes of 
church work. This audience room, too, was deficient in 
important elements of pleasantness and convenience in 
view of the purposes of worship. Accordingly, with a 
" mind to work," the people secured the marked change 
which we have enjoyed five years. The old vestry was^ 

*Scc Minutes of GenU A98*d. for 1878, p. 44. 
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»oia% This edifice was raised so as to give space for 
commodious rooios below, adapted to varied purposes 
comprehended in our work, including necessities for the 
Sabbath Schooh New pews were put into the audience 
Toom, and new ^Valls and ceiling with modern, tasteful 
fresco decorations. This pulpit was placed here by the 
generosity of two members of tlie church— our revered 
senior deacon* and our beloved and lamented brother, 
W. Stickney Chase.f The cost of the re-building was 
$8,500. Not through division, but through harmony of 
sentiment the work was joyously and successfully carried 
to completion. The re-dedication services were on Nov. 
19, 1878, the pastor preaching, the several clergymen of 
the city churches being present and assisting. It was 
impossible to add materially to our pew- room, and in our 
growing city the house has been too strait for us for 
four years- 

In the spring of 1877 church and society voted to have 
the second preaching service, in the evening instead of 
in . the afternoon. For six years, large congregations 
comprising many of the dear young people of our 
city, have been present at the evening services. Soon 
after we entered the re-built edifice a paid quartet 
was introduced for leadingif in the service of song, 
after many years of congregational singing solely, led 
by the organ or a precentor. When the re-building en- 
terprise was finished the society had purchased or re- 
ceived as donations all the remaining pews owned by 
individuals, so that there are here no piivate rights of 
property save in hymn books and footstools, and when 
we occupied the re-built edifice the society had provided 
for raising! necessary expenses \fy rental of pews instead 
of by subscription. These changes have been received 
with universal favor and show excellent results. In 

*^jro«. FlaodGi's. 

tDie(10Gt,6, 1881. 

tOf the six hymns sung each Sabbath the congrogatlon siog four. 
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October last the church took important action, intro- 
ducing with prompt and hearty unanimity a new hymn- 
book,* which finds growing favor and is increasingly help- 
ful for public worship. 

Biit the hour for making record of history is drawing 
to a close. Much that has transpired must be forever 
unwritten history, — much that has been noble, inspiring, 
Christian, and some that has been quite the opposite^ 

No one can deny that the old church has made hon- 
orable record. Its deacons have been, and are, bulwarks- 
of "Zion." Gratefully we '*mark" them "well.'' 

Very many of the eight hundred and sixty-three per- 
sons that have come into its membership in fifty years 
have been, and are, "towers" of Christian strength and 
beauty in Zion. The Christian homes of the church are 
"palaces" in Zion which we love to "consider." The 
list of faithful church and parish clerks is not forgotten.f 
The Sabbath School doing a good and efficient fifty years 
Avork is not left out of mind or appreciation. The be- 
nevolence of the people taking shape in our Ladies' So- 
ciety, the Harriet Newell Mission Band, The Woman's 
Home Missionary Society, and in regular contributions 
by Sabbath School, congregation and single individuals, 
a considerable and generous aggregate, shall be faith- 
fully recorded:}: though time fails me to read that record. 

This church stood firmly for human rights Avhen slav- 
ery cursed our land, passing strong, outspoken but rea- 
sonable anti-slavery resolutions in 1841, when such 
action tended to make churches and men unpopular. 
The cause of temperance, including tlie principle of total 
abstinence, has had vigorous support and encouragement 
from this people. It was this chur6h that first opened 
its doors tinder Dr. Hyde's lead to the Union Temper-* 
ance meeting, now held so long without interruption^ 
Sunday afternoons in the various churches. 

*'* Songs of Christian Praise," by Dr. C. H. Richards. 

tSee Appendix. 

tA]>pcndix. 
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Tlie discipline of the church lias been faithful and 
Christian, restorative, not punitive. With all other 
churches this has had its share of " crooked sticks" 
but has never failed to find good ^imJer, even in them. 

But the books of our first half-century, with their 
varied recm'd, are closed. We open those of the sec- 
ond. We turn our faces to the future, praying that its 
glory of Christian life and work, its glory of revivals 
with plentiful ingatherings and rich, spiritual refreshings, 
may be greater than the great glory of the past. We 
will continue to be as we have been, a conservatively 
progressive and a piogressively conservative church. We 
will keep the " faith once for all* delivered to the saints" 
and 'endeavor to let that faith be known by our works. 
But, my dear people, for all this, the time is short at 
most. Our earthly house of this tabernacle is dissolving. 
This house of worship itself shall be the plaything of 
time. The proudest structures of human art crumble 
into dust. The temple where our Lord taught is in 
ruins. " The. Parthenon, wliich Phidias built on the 
Acropolis now lifts a dimmed and broken splendor into 
the violet ether of Athens." Only the invisible arclii- 
tecture of God in the human soul abides — the building 
not made with hands.eternal in the heavens. God's un- 
written history, "the things that are not seen," is eter- 
luil. Let us, therefore, ever and always seek first the 
kingdom of God. Let our lives ever be fronting the 
gates of pearl. And when, through Infinite grace, those 
gates open finally to receive us into the church triumphant, 
having endured unto the end, we shall sit at His feet or 
walk the golden streets in His company, pastors and ]3eo- 
ple, and join with the redeemed multitude whom no man 
can number, ascribing blessing and dominion andgloryand 
honor and power to Him that sitteth upon the throne, 
and to the Lamb forever and ever. Amen. 

*RoTiBed version. 
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The Semi-Oentennial Exercises of Center Olmroh and Booiety. 

The Center Congregational Chnrch and Society made 
proper and reverent recognition of the semi-centennial 
annivei*sary by exercises commencing on Sunday, Sept. 
30th, and closing on Monday evening, Oct. 1st. 

On Sunday morning the pastor, Rev. Henr}'- E. Barnes, 
preached a very appropriate and eloquent sermon, re- 
viewing the history of the parish, and giving many 
valuable incidents and facts connected with its orisrin 
and growth as a separate organization from the old 
First Parish. 

In the evening the chapel was filled with an inter- 
ested audience, composed largely of members of the 
cliurch, to join in a service of thanksgiving and praise. 
The singing was led by the church choir and the Sun- 
day school chorus, and the service of song was spirited, 
and the whole occasion was one long to be remembered. 
The meeting was addressed by the pastor, who spoke 
of the steadfast faith of the church through all its his- 
tory. Rev. A. J. Sessions of Beverly, the only surviving 
member of the Council that settled Rev. Dr. Lawrence, 
was present and gave a very pleasant address, speaking 
especially of Dr. Lawrence and of the incidents of his 
ministry. Mr. A. P. Nichols spoke of his knowledge 
of the ministry of Rev. Joseph Whittlesey, and of many 
personal recollections of that early time. Remarks were 
also made by Mr. George Marston and Mr. Hazen M. 
Chase, both of whom referred to pleasant incidents re- 
lating to the history of the church. 
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Dr* Crowell spoke of his knowledge of Rev, B. F. 
Hosford, and related many touching incidents in the life 
of that beloved pastor. He also spoke of Deacons Chase 
and Ames, and of their devotion to the interests of the 
church. 

On Monday evening the ladies of the Sewing Society 
observed their semi>centennial anniversary by giving a 
dinner to the people of the parish. About four hundred 
partook of the festivities of the occasion. Dr. Crowell, 
who was President of the evening, read a report of the 
society showing the work of the ladies during the last 
fifty years, Mr. H, P. Fairbanks, the superintendent, 
read a historical sketch of the Sunday School, and Mr. 
J. M. Poor followed with the subjoined sketch of the 
Center society. The pa#tor, the Rev. A. J. Sessions and 
the President of the evening, also gave very interesting 
addresses. 

The exercises throughout were spirited and appropri- 
ate, a worthy memorial of fifty years' service in the 
work of the Divine Master and Lord. 



Historioal.Beport of Ladies' Sewing Society, of the Center Ohnrcli. 



BY MRP. K. J. BATCHELDKR. 



Shortly after the organization of the Center Church in 
August 1833, through the efforts and energy of Mrs. 
Whittlese}', the zealous wife of the first pastor of this 
church, aided by several other earnest, working ladies, u 
society was formed called " The Ladies' Sewing Society,'* 
and the following constitution adopted : 

CONSTITUTION. 

The uudersigned associate themselves as a Sewing Scciet}', to be guided 
by the following rules : 
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• 

1st, Itfl object simll be to aid the cause of Homo Missions, and otfaer 
benevolent enterprises, dcToting, from time to time, the avails of its iti- 
ilastries, in such a manner ns the managers, with the concunrence of the 
members, shall deem expedient. -? 

2nd. Each member shall pay at the beginning of eaclv year the sum of 
'25 cents. 

3rd, The meetings shall be held once in two weeks. 

4th, The officers shall consist of a President, five Direetresses, and a 
Secretary, who shall act as Treasurer , to be chosen annually »t the first 
meeting in September. 

6th, It shall be the duty of the Directresses to provide employment 
for the members, and superintcBd their work ;; and of the Secretary tx> 
keep a record of »11 the receipts and expenditures, of aril donations re^ 
eeived^ money paid out, and to make a report at the annual meetiog. 

The Constitution was amended Jan. 17, 1877, by the 
addition of two Vice Presidents, and a Collector. Also 
the time of the annual meeting was changed from Sep-^ 
tember to Januar)', and the aniYual tax from 26 centig to 
50 cents. 

This society beg'an with a membership of about 
forty-five, and of this number nearly all have passed on 
to a brighter World where they have found rest from 
their labors. 

Since the formation of this body, fifty years ago, it 
has struggled on through the ups and downs that are in- 
cident to such organizations. In reviewing the records 
it appears that tlie ladies who have been interested in this 
society iiave been prospered and enabled to accomplish 
a large amount of benevolent work. 

It is to be regretted that, for a space of thirteen 
vears, there is no record to be found of the meetinsjs, 
officers, or work of the society, but from what is learned 
from a few of its members still living, it seems that the 
ardent work in the Master's cause was not abated during 
those years which to us are a blank. 

In reviewing the list of members we frequentlj' read 
the word ^'deceased'* against a name, and quite as often 
do we find a new name added, so that at no time has 
the number been less than in the first years of its exist- 
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«iice. Of course, no account of the work of the thirteen 
3'ears alluded to can Ije given, but for the remaining 
tliirty-seyen years the receipts of this society from taxes, 
•donations, woriv and fines are $6,668.00 

The la-dies have "been greatly interested in the cause 
of Hmi>e Missions, having at different times sent twenty- 
:?eveii l^riels :and box^s of supplies to ministers' families 
laboring in the field. Tlie total valcie of which is ^sti- 
anated at upwards of $2,000.00. 

For i-epairs, and furnishing the chutch ^and vestry 
have been expended $3158. 2i. 

Two baiT'els of clothing were sent to the soldiers dur- 
ing the war, valued at $125.00. 

Oontributions to the Soldiers' Pair, about $225.00. 

Two barrels of clothing were sent to the sufferers by 
fire in Wisconsin, valued at about $100.00. 

Donations to local benevolent societies, $391.00. 

Many other smaller gifts have found their way to pas- 
tors, libraries, and member's of the society who needed 
iiid, and to various other worthy objects. 

Although there have been much hard labor and much 
self-denial practiced, and executive force used by its ac- 
tive members, to be constant in attendance, and to suc- 
ceed in doing what they have, it has also been a pleasure 
to accomplish so much good. 

At the present time the society has eighty-one mem- 
bers. In the fifty years , there have been only eight 
Presidents, viz : 

Mrs. M. Whitlesey Mrs Samuel Chase 

'* E, A, Lawrence '* C. M. Hyde 

'* B. F. HosFORD " H. E. Barnes 

'* R. G. Walker '* C. E. KelleJy 

With five Vice-Presidents : 

Mrs. J, Crowell Mrs I. E. Smith 

" C. E. Kelley *' Wm. Jeffbrs 

" C. A. KlMIlALL 
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The office of Secretary and Treasurer has been filled 
by only five ladies: 

Miss M. J. Marsh Mrs. Oborob W. Kbllbv 

Mrs. M. a. WHrrLBssBT '* E. II. Batghblder 
Miss M. C. How. 
The Collector's office has been filled by the following 
six ladies : 

Miss Fanny P. Ghasb Miss Lilla Marsh 

Mrs. D. Emrry Mrs. G. II. Ordwav 

" Wm. Jeffbrs •' Laroy S. Ghasv. 



Historical Sketch of tli0 Sabbath School. 



presented by the superintendent, MR. H. P. FAIRBANKS.* 



The first Sabbath School in Haverhill was formed in 
the mouth of July, 1817. Previous to this time there 
had been no public religious instruction of children ex- 
cept occasional " catechising " by the minister. 

The school was organized at the suggestion and under 
tiie direction of two eminently pious young ladies, Miss 
Gibson and Miss Paget of Charleston, S. C, who were 
spending the summer here for ihe benefit of their health, 
iind boarded with Mrs. Atwood, the mother of Harriet 
Xewell. 

These ladies met with the hearty co-operation of the 
pastor. Rev. Mr. Dodge, and several ladies and gentle- 
men of the church, and by their exertions a very 
interesting school was formed, but not without" many 
misgivings among the timid as to its success^ Its 
novelty also formed an objection in some minds. "' 

Great efforts were made to bring in those children 

*The facts relating to the early historj of Sunday Schools in HaverliiU were gmtli- 
ored by Or. Crowell, several years since, from pereons ttien living, who ftsslated in 
organizing the first Sanday School in Haverhill. 
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who were not under direct religious influences at honie^ 
and many families were visited to induce parents to let 
their children attend. The master of the town school 
was enlisted in the good work, and through his influ- 
ence many of the boys were brought into the school. 

During the summer about ninety girls and fifty boys 
were gathered into the school. The boys met each 
Sabbath in the meeting-house, and the girls in the old 
town school-house, formerly standing on the Common. 
The female department was conducted entirely by the 
ladies. Misses Gibson and Paget acting as Superintend- 
ents. The exercises at the meeting-house were con- 
ducted by the minister and the brethren of the church, 
and the time was spent in devotional exercises, singing, 
reciting the Catechism, and verses from the Bible, and 
closed by repeating the Lord's prayer in concert. The 
two sexes were kept separate about a year, when they 
were united, forming one school. 

It must be remembered that none but children, and 
for the most part little children, were admitted to the 
school at the early period of its existence, and it was 
not until several years after that adults were induced 
to attend. The exercises were sometimes varied in the 
different classes, according to the taste or judgment of 
the teacher ; some relied wholly upon the shorter cate- 
chism to interest and instruct, while others taught the 
little hymns of Dr. Watts to the children of their 
charge. One lady, a former teacher in our school, in- 
formed the writer that she Iiad a vivid recollection of 
standing before her teacher and repeating with much 
solemnity, 

*' How doth the little busy bee 
Improve each shiniDg hour,*' 

or, 

*' Let dogs delight to bark and bite." 
Others remember the pretty cradle hymn, commencing 

*' Ilush, my dear, lie still and slumber.*' 



26 HISTORICAL APPENDIX. 

It was not very common for children to sing in those 
days ; that part of devotion was thought to belong to 
the fathers and mothers. But one of the teachers ven- 
tured upon the innovation of introducing this delightful 
element into her class. The effect was very happy, and 
the school considered it quite a luxury to listen. One 
of the hymns was the one commencing, 

''The day is past and gone.*' 

Some of the little songs found in the N. E. Primer 
were also ventured upon. 

One of the most active men connected with the early 
history of the school was Mr. James Bates, the master 
of the town school, afterward a minister of the gospel, 
11 nd settled in Newton, Mass. He was a man of decided 
piety, and possessed of great patience and perseverance. 
Through his influence and labors the school increased 
in numbers, and the interest was much enhanced. He 
also labored earnestly out of the school, and established 
meetings on the outskirts of the village which were in- 
strumental in doing much good among a class that seldom 
attended public worship. His wife, a sister of Harriet 
Newell, was also very active in the good work ; like- 
wise her sisters, Mrs. Hardy, Mrs. Warren, and Miss 
Sarah Atwood. Miss Elizabeth Marsh, (afterward Mrs. 
E. C. Ames) and her sisters Harriett and Rebecca, and 
Miss Elisabeth Ayer also gave their efficient services to 
the work. 

I cannot learn for a certainty whether thei-e were any 
regular superintendents at this early period of the 
school's history, but at a later time this care was as- 
sumed by the preceptors of the Haverhill Academy, or 
the masters of the town school. The first preceptor 
Avas Mr. Oliver Carletbn, late of Salem, who took an 
active interest in the school, as did also his successors, 
Mr. Eben Smith and Mr. Christopher Nichols. Mr. N. 
was unwearied in his exertions for the religious cul- 
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ture of the young. He became a minister of Christ 
and was settled in Gloucester, Mass. His personal 
labors, with many of his intimate friends resulted, under 
. God, in their conversion. He will long be remembered 
by his pupils in the Academy and also by the members 
of the Sabbath school at that time, and by all who 
knew him, as a man of warm heart and earnest ac- 
tivity in every good work. Both of the former senior 
deacons of this church were induced by him to enter 
"the school. Dea. Ames, who was not then a professor 
of religion, was invited to assist in the singing ; by this 
means he became interested in the school, and took 
obarge of a class upon the condition that Dea. Chase 
should do the same. They botli entered upon the good 
!!lwork with as much benefit to their own hearts as to those 
of their classes. 

\' Mr. Gilman Parker, afterward a superintendent in this 
fechool, attributed his conversion, throucjh Christ, to the 
Raithful and affectionate conversation and personal ap- 
>als of his friend Nichols. 

Very efficient service was also rendered by Mr. Gideon 

>ana, master of the town school, afterward a minister 

Christ, and, until recently, laboring in the West. 

[any of us remember Mr. D. as a man of great amia- 

llity of character, and dearly beloved by all of his 

ipils. He was equally pupular and useful in the Sab- 

ith school, and through his active and patient labors 

[any children were added to the school. 

Among others who also labored efficiently in the school 

ly be mentioned John Varnum, Esq., who, after his 

iversion, became much engaged in all of the interests 

the church of Christ, and frequently visited the 

loor and addressed the children. 

[Isaac R. How, Esq., gave an earnest heart and 
ly band to the work, and labored in various ways 
thie good of the school. He was influential in inter- 
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esting the adults of the church and community in S. S. 
instruction, and wrote and published in 1833 an essay 
entitled "Adults in Sunday-schools." This was distrib- 
uted among this class of the community, and was pro- 
ductive of much good in inducing many to attend the 
school. 

In addition to the school, a Bible class was formed 
under the instruction of the pastor, Rev. Mr. Dodge, 
and met at the parsonage Sabbath evenings. Teachers' 
meetings were also held on Saturday evenings at the 
residence of Mrs. Marsh, for a review of the lessons and 
prayer. Occasionally the teachera invited their classes 
to meet them at their houses to spend an hour in con- 
versation, social entertainment and prayer. 

Promptness in attendance was particularly enjoined by 
the teachers, and many inducements were held out to 
promote regularity. One of our former, senior deacons 
who became a teacher in 1832, informed the writer that 
if a scholar in his class was absent he always visited 
him during the week to know the cause, nor would he 
rest satisfied until the delinquent was fully restored to 
the class. A good example by whieh we all may profit. 

An attempt was also made during the ministry of 
Rev. Dudley Phelps to establish a mission school in the 
upper part of the village, for the instruction of a class 
of youth rather deficient in the knowledge of the things 
desirable to be understood, but full of another kind 
which they did not fail to manifest, in spite of the pres- 
ence of minister, deacon and teacher. It was truly a 
labor of love under difficulties, but the spirit of disorder 
and misrule finall}'- prevailed, and the project was aban- 
doned. Mission schools have since been held in that 
part of the town with better success, and for some time 
one was sustained by this school while under the care 
of Mr. Kittredge as superintendent. The school contin- 
ued to hold its sessions in the meeting-house until after 
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the erection of the Academy in 1826, when the hall of 
that building was used for the purpose, the scholars with 
their teachers marching in procession to the church at 
the close of tl>e school to attend the afternoon service. 

After the separadoa of tlie first parish the Center 
Chuwh was foifaed in 1833, and a vestry erected in 
which the school was held until the ^erection of the 
meeting-house. The first session of the school in this 
liouse was held Dec. 21, 1834, 116 present. The first 
superintendent of this school was Gilman Parker, Esq., 
'who labored earnestly and with great success, until 
stricken down by sickness which resulted in death June 
13, 1846, aged 46 yeai-s. 

The only record of the scliool at this period of its 
history is by the secretary, Mr. James Gale, A few ex- 
tracts from these records have been made to show their 
character and. to refi^sh the memory of those who were 
members at that time. 

July 13, 1R34. Fair and pleasant, 93 scholars and 24 teachers present. 
Prayer by Mr. Parker. — Robert Marsh, aged 65, a worthy member of the 
«hurch and society, was killed at the raising of the new meeting-house 
on Thursday last, July 10, 1834. 

Nov. 30, 1834. No school, on account of a great eclipse of the sun in 
the school hour. 

Jan 4, 1835. Very cold, the thermometer this morning at 26 below 
2ero. The coldest ever known; 95 present. 

June 7. 141 present. Mr. Dana, a former Superintendent, addressed 
the school. 

Aug 30. 152 present. School visited by delegates from Newbury. 

Nov. 15. 168 present — the largest number that has ever been present. 
A youth's temperance society this day formed for all under 12 years of age 
belonging to the school ; those over 12 joiningthe adult society. 

Nov. 12, 1837. Secretary came in late. Superintendent absent, 

Nov. 26. Miss Rebecca Marsh, ono of our most esteemed and valuable 
teachers, departed this life on Sabbath evening, Nov. 19. Uer funeral 
obsequies were attended in this church on Wednesday, 22d. May her de- 
parture quicken all to duty, and lead those who have not made preparation 
for their last change now to commence that preparation. 

And thus the record ends, no record being made after 
1837. 
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Mr. Parker was succeeded by Alfred Kittredge, Esq., 
who continued seven yeiira, and was succeeded hy Den. 
E. T. Ingalls who resigned at the close of the jear. 
Mr. E. G. Frothringlifim was nest chosen, Jan. 11,1855. 
iind continued two years, and was succeeded hy N. S. 
How, Esq., ill 1857, who also continued two years, and 
was succeeded by Dr. J. Crowell who took ebarge of 
ihe school Aijril 1, 18.^9. This was at the critical period 
in the history of the school tm account of (lie incidents 
attending the formation of the North Church. Of course 
the school had to be entirely reorganized, and at the 
fii-gfc session there were 114 members [H-eseut. 

Large accessions were soon received from the Winter 
St. school, which was abandonetl in 1860, and witli 
united forces great prosperity attended the labors of the 
I'athful workers who were at that time identifietl with the 
work. A more complete system of missionary labor 
was established, and there was a large increase in the 
benevolent contributions. Sabbath -school concerts were 
iield with more regularity, with Bible topics for recita- 
tion. The liest talent in the church and society was 
enlisted in the work of teaching, and the school attained 
an excellence in the solid work of Biblical instruction 
which has ever since constituted its chief glory and 
pride. Among those who were identified with the school 
at this period of its history may be mentioned Rev. G. 
W. Kelly, Mi-s. M. F. Ames, Mi«. R. G. Walker, Mra. 
Ezra Kelly, Mrs. Annie S. Downs. Mrs. Crowell, Mrs. 
C. P. Crockett, Messrs. E. J. M. Hale, J. R. Nichols, 
Geo. S. Chiise, J. Howard Nichols, and many others, 
who gave their valuable services to the work of teaching. 

Dr. Crowell resigned in 1869, after a service of eight 
years, when Mr. F. S. McKenney was elected to the 
office of Superintendent which position he faithfully filled 
for two years, when Mr. J. Howard Nichols was chosen 
Sept. 23, 1869, remaining in office only a few months 
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*oii accoimt of business engagements elsewhere. He was 
•succeeded by Mr. John 'Corson who was chosen Jan. 23. 
1870, who resigned July 1, 1871, when Mr. M-cK^nney 
^vas ap:ain elected, laboring with success until 1875. 
Mr. Hazen M. Chase was chosen Feb, 4, 1875, wh<" 
served the school with tnai-ked fidelity for six years. 
Mr. Win. H. Underbill was elected Supt. in February. 
1881, wbich position h-e filled with great acceptance^ 
The present Superintendent was elected February !• 
1883. 

Through all these years the school has never lost sight 
of the fact that the t)bject of Sabbath-school instruction 
should be to teach th:e lively oracles of God in a plain, 
lionest, judicious way, giving due prominence to the 
^reat doctrines of the foigiveness of sin and redemp- 
tion through Jesus Christ, the gi'eat atoning Savior. 

In faithful work., in systematic benevolence, and in 
the inculcation of the aggressive principles of Christian- 
ity, we believe that this school never stood firmer than 
it stands today. God grant that its future may be more 
<jlorious in faithful labor and in the abundance of His 
blessing. 
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BY JOHN M. POOK* 



The land on which this church edifice stands was 
deeded by David and John Marsh, Dec. 17, 1834, " to 
the building committee appointed by the proprietors of 
the meeting-house for the use of the Central Church and 
Independent Congregational Society in the enjoyment of 
an evangelical orthodox gospel ministry for the worshi}' 
of the one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.*' 
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The original style' of the first ** meeting-ho\ise*,'^ m 
called, varied materially from the present structure, both 
as to exterior appearance and interior arrangements. 
The front, oi* entrance was adorned by two massive 
Ionic pillars, "one on the right hand, the other on the 
left," in imitation of those at the entrance of King 
Solomon's Temple at Jerusalem ; the gabie being sur- 
mounted by a belfry and spire. , 

It was completed, and dedicated an the 17th of Dec^ 
1834, at a cost of abo-ut eight thousand dollars. In 18b^ 
the pew-holders voted to enlarge and remodel the meet- 
ing-lioase. The old gallery was taken down, the walls 
finished to imitate heavy stone work, that being the 
prevailing style of finish at the time, the auditorium 
was enlarged, and consequently more pews were added. 
The present tower and spire were built at this time; 
the Work being done by Dea. Alfred Gage, at a cost of 
about eleven thousand dollars, and was re-dedicated on 
Jan. 2T, 1860. 

In 1878 was begun a second radical internal remod- 
eling of the church. The whole building was raised to 
a suitable hight to admit of finishing the basement into 
a lecture-room, dining-room, ladies' parlor, kitchen, and 
library-room. 

A gJiUery was erected across the westerly end, capa- 
ble of containing about twenty pews, — new modem 
styled circular pews,— and a new pulpit were furdished, 
and the walls and ceiling of the church were handsomely 
frescoed at a cost of about nine thousand dollars. 

The first vestry was built previous to 1833 on land 
given by David and John Marsh, and the first meet- 
ing of the societj^ or for the purpose of fortoitig 
the society, was held April 16, 1833; but inasmuch 
as there does not appear to be any record concerning 
the ownership, it may be assumed that the society did 
not own it. This building was consumed by fire in 
1841. 
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On May 3d, 1845, the society bought of David and 
John Marsh additional land on Vestry stieet, with the 
same restrictions as were exacted on the meeting-house 
lot, and a substantial two-story building was erected, 
with a lecture-room on the first floor. The hall above 
was leased to the Odd Fellows. This building was in 
use up to the time of the last remodeling of the church 
in 1878, when it was sold to Orlando Brown, who trans- 
formed it into a dwelling-house, where it now stands on 
the old vestry lot. 

In the spring of 1856 the society bought of Charles 
Butters a lot of land on Kent street, and erected a par- 
sonage at a cost of $4,087.53, which is still owned by 
the society and occupied by its pastor. 

And now, having given a short history of the real 
estate transactions, we will turn back and give some of 
our ecclesiastical and personal histoi-y : 

The first meeting of the society was held April 16, 
1833. John Marsh was chosen moderator, and Moses 
Nichols clerk. No record appears of the number of per- 
sons attending this meeting, but the number of original 
signers was 108, of which number only eight are now 
living, viz: Moses Nichols, Moses E. Emerson, Elias T. 
Ingalls, Moses Marsh, John Harriman, Samuel R. Spiller, 
Algernon P. Nichols, and Jonathan Merrill. 

The first settled minister was Rev. Joseph Whittlesy. 
The society voted him a salary of six hundred dollars, 
but Mr. Whittlesy " is of the opinion that the amount 
voted him by said society would not support his familj^ 
and pay necessary expenses," so they reconsidered their 
fiirst vote, and finally voted him a stilary of "six hun- 
dred dollars for the first year, six hundred and fifty 
for the second, and seven hundred dollars a year so long 
as he shall remain our pastor." 

Mr. Whittlesy closed his pastorate virith the society in 
1839) when the Rev. Edward A. Lawrence accepted a 
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call, continuing until June 12th, 1844, when, at his own 
request, he was dismissed. 

In May 21 st, 1845, the Rev. Benjamin F. Hosford of 
Thetford, Vt., accepted an invitation as successor of Mr. 
Lawrence and was duly installed as such. Like a Wash- 
ington among warriors, or a Webster among statesmen, 
so Mr. Hosford. pre-eminently distinguished himself as a 
preacher — his manner was gentle, but iiTesistible and 
convincing. The writer distinctly recollects portions of 
the first sermon he had the pleasure of hearing him 
preach, now more than a third of a century ago. 

After a ministry of eighteen years, on account of fail- 
ing health he was obliged to resign Oct. 21st, 1863. 
In Nov. 6th, 1863, the Rev. Theodore T. Munger received 
and accepted a call, almost immediately after the retire- 
ment of Mr. Hosford, who continued his pastorate until 
1869, when he resigned his trust, and the Rev. Charles 
M. Hyde became the fifth regular settled minister; he 
continued as such until the 10th of Dec. 1875, when he 
was dismissed at his own request. 

In October of 1876 our present pastor, the Rev. Henry 
E. Barnes, accepted a call as successor of Dr. Hyde, and 
on Nov. 23 of the same jear was installed. The society 
changed the name from "Independent Congregational 
Society" to " Center Congregational Society " in 1840. 

The society during its half century of existence has 
had twenty-four treasurers, viz : Gilman Parker, James 
Gale, William Taggart, Robert G. Walker, John J. 
Marsh, John Crowell, Elias T. Ingalls, R. S. Chase, D. 
W. Webster, G. H. Carleton, James S. Ames, George S. 
Chase, Ezra Kelly, Moses W. Putnam, W. Stickney Chase, 
C. H.Ordway, John M. Poor, G. E. Calef, Wra. H. Un- 
derhill, and lastly C. T. Weaver — all true and faithful 
men : while it has had only eleven clerks, viz.: . Moses 
Nichols, Thos.'R. Appleton, Chas. B. Hall, Moses How, 
James E. Ames, Kendall Flint, John A. Nichols, D. W. 
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AVebster, Geo, W, Keiley, James S, Ames, and last, but 
ijot least, the present incumbent, who has served faith- 
fully for eighteen consecutive years, the now venerable 
Thomas H. Appleton. 

And now, in reviewing our history as a society for the 
past half century, the question naturally arises — with all 
the improved facilities for obtaining knowledge, have we 
made ^any progi^ss in righteousness during this period ? 
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This list is a record as far back as it is attainable, and 
brought up to Jan. 1883, of moneys raised by the con- 
gregation, aside from current expenses of church and 
society. The causes supported are various, including 
the principal Congregational societies. Contributions were 
made annually at a much earlier period but no definite 
i-eport remains. 



a86ft ,....$ 80O 37 

1F67 ftOO ftO 

^^«68 T-V) 44 

1669 (Nopastori .... 48083 
lb7(» No report 

1R71 1756 30 

1872 Se*^ 26 

1878 12S6 38 

1874 1394 40 



1875 986 A2 

1876 1A95 59 

1«77 1246 ftC 

lb78 1149 61 

1879 IMS R5 

1880 2969 61 

1881 1810 RO 

188i 1862 73 

Total for 16 years $23927 CO 



The pastors of the First Parish, previous to the form- 
ation of the Center Congregational Church were : 



Hev 


. John Ward, 


Installed Oct. 1645; 


died Deo. 27, 1693 


i< 


Benjamin Bolf, 


<( 


Jan. 7, 1694 ; 


*• Aug. 29, 1708 


«( 


Joshua Gardner, 


<( 


Jan 11,1711 ; 


•* Mar. 21,1715 


«( 


John Brown 


•1 


May 18, 1719 ; 


" Pec. 2. 1742 


(« 


Edward Barnard 


II 


Apr. 27, 1743 ; 


•• Jan. 26,1774 


4« 


John Shaw. 


II 


War. 12, 1777 ; 


•' Sept. 29, 1794 


«( 


Abiel Abbott 


II 


June 3, 1795 ; 


dis'd June 13. 1803 


<( 


Joshua Dodge 


II 


Dec. 21, 1808 ; 


" June 18,1827 


|< 


•Dudley Phelps, 


II 


Jan. 9,1828 : 


* Aug. 28,1838 



• 4. 
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The pastors of the Center Congregational Cbi 
have been : 



«• 



•« 



Rot. JoMph Whittltey, iotftlled Aug, 28. 18SV 

May 4.18SB 
May 21, 1845 
Jan. 6,1885 
Nov. 16, 1870 
Not. 28, 1876 



*• Edw. A. Lawrence, " 
BenJ. F. Uoaforc^ 



«« 



«• 



Theodore T. Mnnger,'* 
Charles M. Hyde ** 
Henry E. Barnes 



•• 



cRs'dA|Nrill8^ia» 
•« JUMlSflSM 

•* Oec 98, tmk 
•* Dee.M,1MI 



The deacons of the Center Church have been : 

Barnard Brickett, cAotea Aug. 28, 1833; died April 15» 1888 



Samuel Chase, 
Eara C. Ames, 
Ellas T. Ingalls 
Kendall ^nt 
George W. Kelly, 
Joseph Flanders, 
John Crowell, 
Ezra Kelly, 



•« 

M 
«• 
«• 
•I 
«• 
«• 



•• 



•• 



Ang. 28, 1833; 
June — , 1886 ; 
Feb. 2, ia\5 ; dtsM 
Feb. 2.1865; « 
April 6, 1861 
April 6, 1861 
Dec 8, 1870 
Deo. 8, 1870 



rea*cl 



Jkn. S3, 1810 
jMi,16»180» 
Mar. l«, 18» 
Mar. 19, 188» 
Jan. So, 1868* 



Names of Church Clerks : 

James Gale, 
ThoB. R. Appleton, 

Jfotm Crowell. 



Ezra C Aaiea, 
George W. KeUy, 



Names of Church Treasurers : 



EzraC. Ames, 



>>seph Flaudera 



Ezra Kelly. 
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